
Saturday, January 16, 2016 at 2:38 PM 
Action-Packed List of CRSD Updates! 

 
To: CRSD Listserv and CRSD E-mails 
 
Dear CR School Community- 
 
I hope this message finds you well and that you have a wonderful weekend awaiting you! Please see 
below for a few CR updates: 
 
Upcoming Schedule: 

 Schools will be closed on Monday, January 18th in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Many 
of our students and staff will be engaged in service activities on this day.  

 CR Education Week will be held Tuesday – Friday this coming week. Each school has been 
communicating regarding specific activities they have planned. We hope to see you during this 
very exciting week in CR!  

 
Request for Advocacy: Bill to Delay Keystone Exams as a Graduation Requirement 
As many of you know, each member of the Class of 2017 (current juniors) is required by Pennsylvania 
legislation to pass each of three Keystone Exams or related Project-Based Assessments (PBA) in order to 
be eligible to receive a high school diploma. To put it simply, a much better system is needed than the 
one currently in place. The Senate is expected to act on Senate Bill 880 as early as this Tuesday, January 
19th; this bill would place a two-year moratorium on enforcing the Keystone Exams as a graduation 
requirement, and would require the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) to conduct a formal 
study of the current system and make recommendations for potential changes within the first six (6) 
months of the two-year moratorium. If you support the passage of Senate Bill 880, I ask you to please 
consider contacting your State Senator within the next couple of days to express your viewpoints.  
 
I am personally frustrated that it has taken so long to get this bill to the Governor’s desk, given that this 
bill has previously been unanimously approved by both the Senate (in June 2015) and the House (in 
November 2015). Since then, this bill has seemingly been tied up with the larger budget negotiations. It 
is past time to extract this bill from budget negotiation and push it through to the Governor’s desk 
because it is the right thing to do for our students. Had this action been taken after both chambers took 
their respective actions in June and November, respectively, we could have saved many students from 
retaking exams over the past few weeks, and school districts and the state could have saved all the 
dollars that followed this process. We will find ourselves back in this same situation when the next 
testing window opens in May if action is not taken before then. Now is the time to act, for the sake of 
both our students and our taxpayers.  
 
Some of my most salient concerns with the process of using Keystone Exams as graduation 
requirements are as follows:  

 A student’s graduation eligibility should never rely on any one single exam. 
 The law requires students to receive remedial instruction before retaking a Keystone Exam 

and/or taking a PBA, which has resulted in a significant unfunded mandate by the state. 
 The PBAs are nothing more than a series of online assessments and can take students 30-plus 

hours in total to complete, which forces students out of valuable elective classes and thus a 
well-rounded education we should desire for our students. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2015&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=0880&pn=1411
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/index.cfm
http://articles.philly.com/2015-06-17/news/63488405_1_keystone-exams-pennsylvania-core-high-school-students
http://www.ydr.com/story/news/education/2015/11/25/house-oks-delay-requiring-keystones/76369136/


 The PBA process itself is the very definition of “teaching to the test,” as each student is required 
to have a tutor who instructs the student on test material he or she is not understanding. If a 
student reattempts a question and still does not display sufficient understanding, further 
tutoring on that precise material is provided. This process simply is not consistent with what we 
in CR consider high-quality teaching and learning.  

 The state does not currently have nearly enough qualified people to score the PBAs once they 
are submitted, and this problem will get significantly worse in the months to come as more 
students across the state take one or more PBAs as they quickly approach their senior year.  

 CRSD is currently scheduled to spend a minimum of $169,568 in the 2016-17 budget on staffing 
expenditures to meet the most basic of the legislative requirements, and we could undoubtedly 
better meet our students’ needs and be responsible to our taxpayers by reallocating these 
funds.  

 
CRSD Middle School World Language Discovery Night: Wednesday, January 20th  
Over the next several weeks our students (and parents) will begin the course selection process for the 
2016-2017 school year. Beginning in 8th grade, students will be able to start World Language studies. 
There are three choices offered at the middle level: French, German, and Spanish. The NMS PTO would 
like to cordially invite ALL parents in the district (from HMS, NMS, and RMS) to a special World Language 
discovery night on January 20th at 6:00 p.m. in the NMS auditorium. Our district's language department 
will present an exciting program that highlights the best of what CRSD has to offer. A meet and greet 
with faculty and current students from CR North, CR South and the three middle schools will be available 
to answer questions and explain in more detail particulars unique to each language program. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to learn about our language programs before course selections begin. Hope to 
see many of you next week. 

COLLEGE: How to Find the Perfect “Fit” for your Child 
Please join us on Wednesday, January 20th at 7:00 p.m. at Council Rock South as Francine Block, 
President of American College Admissions Consultants, leads a discussion about college admissions and 
how to find the college that is best suited to each student. Interested attendees are encouraged to RSVP 
online at this LINK to allow event planners to prepare for handouts. This presentation is the third in the 
“Raising Great Kids,” Speaker Series presented by the Council Rock Coalition for Healthy Youth and the 
Council Rock Education Foundation and sponsored by the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. For more 
information, visit www.creducationfoundation.org, visit this LINK or email 
office@creducationfoundation.org. 

School Board Recognition Month: 
January is School Director Recognition Month. Here in CR, we have much to recognize and for much to 
be appreciative, as we have outstanding members of our School Board who are devoted first and 
foremost to our 11,000-plus students, while also being responsible in upholding the delicate balance of 
the needs and desires of our taxpayers. It is a labor of love, and perhaps the ultimate in servant 
leadership. They get paid nothing – literally nothing – and yet I know firsthand the unbelievable time 
and energy that all nine of them invest into doing what is best for this school district. Please thank a 
member of our School Board very soon if you have not done so lately. One not need agree with every 
decision made to be appreciative and to show appreciation. Our nine deserve that, and I want you to 
know that because I have the advantage of seeing their work more up close and personal than do many 
others. Trust me when I tell you that they deserve our recognition.  

http://creducationfoundation.org/what-we-do/raising-great-kids-speaker-series/
http://creducationfoundation.org/?page_id=692
http://www.crsd.org/domain/68
http://creducationfoundation.org/
http://www.creducationfoundation.org/
http://creducationfoundation.org/what-we-do/raising-great-kids-speaker-series/
mailto:office@creducationfoundation.org
http://www.crsd.org/Page/46184
http://www.crsd.org/Page/46184


Draft 2016-17 CRSD Calendar 
A draft 2016-17 calendar will be discussed by our Board of School Directors at this Thursday’s (1/21) 
meeting. Following this meeting, the draft calendar will be made available for public feedback, after 
which the Board will consider that feedback and then vote on the calendar in February. No vote related 
to the 2016-17 calendar will occur at the meeting on January 21st.  

Council Rock High School North Marching Band Fundraiser: Trivia Night 
Come join the fun at Trivia Night! Test your knowledge and support the band on Saturday, January 30th 
at Spring Mill Country Club. Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  

CR Relay for Life 
On Saturday, May 21, 2016, CR SOUTH will be home to the Newtown Relay for Life Event for the 
American Cancer Society. Relay for Life raises funds and awareness to save lives from cancer by taking 
turns walking around a track for a period of 12 hours. This event is not just a fundraising walk. Relay for 
Life is a family-friendly event filled with games, activities, food, fun laps, and music! During a Relay 
event, participants celebrate what they have overcome, remember those who are fighting or have lost 
their fight to the disease, and fight back by inspiring participants to take action against the disease. For 
more information or to join or form a team, go to: www.relayforlife.org/panewtown.  

Here’s hoping you have a fantastic weekend! 
 
-Robert 
 

 

Dr. Robert J. Fraser | Superintendent of Schools 
Council Rock School District | #TeamCR 
30 N. Chancellor Street | Newtown, PA 18940 
Phone: 215.944.1035 | Email: rfraser@crsd.org | Twitter: @fraser_robert 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 
The information contained in this electronic mail transmission (including any accompanying attachments) is intended solely for its authorized 
recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient, you have received this transmission in error and are hereby notified that reading, disclosing, 
distributing, printing, copying or any other use of this electronic mail message is prohibited. If you receive this electronic mail message by 
mistake, please immediately notify the sender and delete the original and all copies of this transmission (including any attachments) without 
reading, saving, copying or disclosing it.  

 
 

http://www.crsd.org/cms/lib10/PA01000188/Centricity/Domain/2912/CRHSN_TriviaNight_013016_Redacted.pdf
http://www.relayforlife.org/panewtown
mailto:rfraser@crsd.org
https://twitter.com/fraser_robert

